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Strength for Today

“God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is above every name . . . that every
tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord” (Philippians 2:9, 11).

To receive Christ as Savior is to submit to His authority as Lord.

Is Jesus Lord? According to the declaration of the Father, He is. We cannot know Him any other way
than as Lord. That’s why the first creed in the history of the church, given in Philippians 2:11, says,
“Jesus Christ is Lord.” Every Christian must acknowledge that. It is the foundation of the Christian
faith, the very substance of what we believe. We don’t make Him Lord after salvation. Every time |
hear someone say, “You need to make Jesus Lord,” it is as repellent to me as hearing fingernails
scraped down a blackboard. We never make Jesus Lord—God has already done that.

Jesus Christ is Lord and Savior, and those who would receive Him must take Him for who He really
is. Puritan John Flavel put it this way: “The gospel offer of Christ includes all his offices, and gospel
faith just so receives him; to submit to him, as well as to be redeemed by him; to imitate him in the
holiness of his life, as well as to reap the purchases and fruits of his death. It must be an entire
receiving of the Lord Jesus Christ.”

In a similar vein, A.W. Tozer said, “To urge men and women to believe in a divided Christ is bad
teaching, for no one can receive half of Christ, or a third of Christ, or a quarter of the Person of
Christ! We are not saved by believing in an office nor in a work.” Jesus is Lord, and if you refuse Him
as Lord, you cannot call Him Savior. If you have truly received Him, your life will be characterized by
submission to His authority.

Suggestions for Prayer
Take time to acknowledge the lordship of Christ in your own life.
For Further Study

Read Romans 10:9-13.

-What is a sinner to confess if he is to be saved?
-According to 2 Corinthians 4:5, what message did Paul preach?
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