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Strength for Today

“And Daniel continued until the first year of Cyrus the king” (Daniel 1:21).
People of integrity are people of significant spiritual influence.

When King Nebuchadnezzar took Daniel as one of his personal servants, it was just the beginning of
a ministry that would last for seventy years. Daniel 2:48 records that soon afterward “the king
promoted Daniel and gave him many great gifts, and he made him ruler over the whole province of
Babylon and chief prefect over all the wise men of Babylon.” At Daniel’s request, the king also
appointed Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego to positions of authority, thereby providing an even
stronger voice for righteousness in Babylon.

Years later, Nebuchadnezzar’s son, Belshazzar, “clothed Daniel with purple and put a necklace of
gold around his neck, and issued a proclamation concerning him that he now had authority as the
third ruler in the kingdom” (Dan. 5:29). Following Belshazzar’s death and the fall of Babylon to the
Medes and Persians, Darius the Mede appointed Daniel as one of only three men in the kingdom to
have oversight over all his governors (Dan. 6:1-2). As the Lord continued to bless Daniel, and as he
distinguished himself among Darius’ leaders, the king appointed him as prime minister over the
entire kingdom. Daniel therefore “enjoyed success in the reign of Darius and in the reign of Cyrus the
Persian” (Dan. 6:28).

Daniel’s life was one of enormous influence, which began when he was a youth who chose
commitment over compromise. He was faithful with little, and the Lord gave him much. Perhaps few
Christians will have the breadth of influence Daniel enjoyed, but every Christian should have his
commitment. Remember, the choices you make for Christ today directly impact the influence you will
have for Him tomorrow. So live each day to hear the Lord’s “Well done, good and faithful [servant];
you were faithful with a few things, | will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your
master” (Matt. 25:23).

Suggestions for Prayer
Ask the Lord to guard your integrity, so that your influence for Him will be strong and ever-increasing.
For Further Study

Read the prayer of Jabez in 1 Chronicles 4:10.

-What did Jabez request of God?
-What was God’s response?
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