Praising Christ
Inadequately

And it came to pass, as he spake
these things, a certain woman of the
company lifted up her voice, and said
unto him, Blessed is the womb that
bare thee, and the paps which thou

hast sucked. Luke 11:27
SUGGESTED FURTHER READING: Luke
18:18—34

Christ corrects what the woman
says here. He does this because
people are inclined to neglect even
those gifts of God that they regard
with astonishment and on which
they bestow the highest praise.

In applauding Christ, the
woman fails to mention what is
most important: that in Christ
salvation is exhibited to all. Her
words are a feeble tribute because
they fail to mention his grace and
power that are extended to all.
Christ justly claims for himself
another kind of praise, not that his
mother alone is blessed for bear-
ing him, but that he brings to us
perfect and eternal happiness.

We fail to do justice to the
excellence of Christ until we con-
sider the reason why the Father
gave Christ to us. We must per-
ceive the benefits that he brings to
us so that we who are wretched in
ourselves may become happy in
him.

Why does Christ say nothing

about himself and mention only
the Word of God? He does this to
open up all his treasures to us, for
without the Word of God Jesus
would have no conversation with

us, or we with him. In communi-

cating himself to us by the Word,
he rightly and properly calls us to
hear and keep that Word, so that
by faith he may become ours.

We now see the difference
between Christ’s reply and the
woman’s commendation, for the
blessedness that she limits to his
mother is a favor that he offers
freely to all. He shows us that we
ought to have no ordinary esteem
for him because all the treasures of
life, blessedness, and glory are
hidden in him (Col. 2:3). He dis-
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penses those to us by the Word so
they may be communicated to
those who embrace the Word by
faith; for God’s free adoption of us,
which we obtain by faith, is the key
to the kingdom of heaven.

FOR MEDITATION: Many people
praise Jesus inadequately. They
esteem Jesus as a good teacher,
an excellent example, and a
good man, but they miss the
major point of who he is and of
his mission. Have you fallen
prey to the temptation to focus
on aspects of Jesus’ ministry
that are peripheral to the
atonement, which was his main
purpose?
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