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Strength for Today

“For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men,
who suppress the truth in unrighteousness” (Romans 1:18).

God hates sin and will judge unrepentant sinners.

We now come to a topic that is perhaps unpleasant to discuss, but it is essential if we are to have a
right understanding of God: His wrath. The idea of a wrathful God goes against the wishful thinking of
fallen human nature. Even much evangelism today speaks only of the joys and blessings of salvation
without mentioning that those who are without God are under His wrath (Eph. 2:3).

God’s attributes are balanced in divine perfection. If He had no righteous anger, He would not be
God, just as He would not be God without His gracious love. He perfectly loves righteousness and
perfectly hates evil (Ps. 45:7).

But God’s wrath isn’t like ours. The Greek word used for God’s wrath in the New Testament refers to
a settled, determined indignation. God does not “fly off the handle,” whereas we tend to be emotional
and uncontrolled in our anger.

Many times God expressed His wrath to sinful mankind in past ages. He destroyed all mankind
except Noah and his family in the great Flood (Gen. 6—7). He destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah for
their sins (Gen. 18—19). The Lord told unfaithful Israel, “Behold, My anger and My wrath will be
poured out on this place, on man and on beast and on the trees of the field and on the fruit of the
ground; and it will burn and not be quenched” (Jer. 7:20).

Some people today foolishly think the God of the Old Testament was a God of wrath and the New
Testament God was a God of love, but His wrath is just as clearly taught in the New Testament.
Jesus says, “He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son shall not
see life, but the wrath of God abides on him” (John 3:36). In the end-times Jesus will return “dealing
out retribution to those who do not know God and to those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord
Jesus” (2 Thess. 1:8). God is the same God, and He will always hate sin.

Suggestions for Prayer

Praise God for His righteous hatred of sin.

For Further Study

Read more about God’s wrath in Romans 1:18—2:16.

What specifically causes His wrath?-



How does He display His wrath to the unrighteous?-
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