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Strength for Today

“Making the most of your time, because the days are evil” (Ephesians 5:16).
Evil days call for good behavior.

The days we live in are certainly full of evil. Read any newspaper, and you’ll know what | mean. Can
you imagine how it breaks God'’s heart to create a perfect world, filled with every good thing, and
then see it become as corrupt, debauched, and vile as it is today? Can you imagine how it must be
for God to watch Christians who, in the midst of this evil world, are given opportunities to do good,
yet bypass them without notice? The days are evil, and God gives us these opportunities to make
things happen that matter—to fill up at least one moment of every day with something good,
something righteous, something for Him.

“Because the days are evil,” the apostle Paul says in Ephesians 5:16, it's important to walk wisely
and make the most of our time. When opportunities for goodness do come, we should seize them.
When God gives us an occasion to glorify Him (which in turn will bring a blessing on us), we must
take the opportunity for His name’s sake. We must seize it in the midst of an evil day.

When | think of how God’s heart is broken over the evil of a world that He made for His own glory, |
say to myself, If God gives me one small opportunity in the midst of an evil day to do something
good, something to honor Him, or something to glorify Him, I'm going to grab that opportunity. Since
the days are evil and it seems as though goodness is so scarce, you and | need to take every
opportunity we can for manifesting goodness.

Suggestions for Prayer

Ask the Lord to help you be aware of more opportunities that you can seize for manifesting
goodness.

For Further Study
-According to Genesis 6:5, what did the Lord see in the days of Noah?
-What effect did that have on God (v. 6)?

-According to Hebrews 11:7, what did Noah do?
-What effect did Noah have on the world?
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