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Strength for Today

“Therefore be careful how you walk, not as unwise men, but as wise” (Ephesians 5:15).
Walking wisely is a step in the right direction.

Sometimes a soldier has the thankless task of clearing mine fields from enemy territory. If you're
aware of the procedure, you know the work is both dangerous and tedious. To proceed in an orderly
fashion, a soldier marks areas that are considered dangerous and areas that have been cleared.
Above all, he makes sure he is careful where he’s walking!

In the spiritual realm, Paul is telling believers in Ephesians 5:15 to walk carefully. The Greek term
translated “careful” speaks of looking carefully from side to side and being alert to what is going on.
We need to be extremely alert because the world we’re walking through is a mine field of sin and
temptation. Therefore, we must walk carefully, exactly, and accurately. The wise Christian carefully
charts his course according to life principles designed by God. He doesn't trip over the obstacles that
Satan puts in his path or fall into the entanglement of the world’s system. He is “careful.”

The Greek word translated “walk” means “daily conduct,” “daily pattern,” or “daily life.” The daily
pattern of our lives must reflect wisdom. The Greeks saw wisdom primarily as head knowledge. They
tended to spin off theories that had no practical implications. To them, the wise people were the
intellectuals and the philosophers. The Hebrew mind, however, defined wisdom only in terms of

behavior. When a person becomes a Christian, it's more than a change in theory—it's a change in
how he lives.

Paul is saying in verse 15, “If you used to be a fool, but you’ve been made wise in Christ, then walk
wisely.” In other words, we’re to practice our position, to live in accordance with who we are. When
we became Christians, we came out of foolishness into wisdom. Therefore, we need to act like it!

Be careful not to act foolishly and step on Satan’s mines. Your spiritual transformation demands that
you live your life with care.

Suggestions for Prayer
Thank the Lord for helping you obey His Word and avoid Satan’s destructive mines.
For Further Study

Read Titus 3:1-8. What are you to be careful to do (v. 8)? Why?

Available online at: http://www.gty.org



COPYRIGHT (C) 2023 Grace to You
You may reproduce this Grace to You content for non-commercial purposes in accordance with
Grace to You's Copyright Policy (https://www.gty.org/about#copyright).



